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HOTES AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM READERS

More on Positionals Outhide Siouan

Fraacisco Queixalos, C.N.R.S., Paris

Ken Mlner recently publisheu, iin, Siouan and Caddoan Linpuistics
3, 1980, a note about so-called verbal positionals. As a contribution to

the krowledge of this phencmenon I will briefly prescnt the case of the
Silucnil language (Guahibo) spoken in the savanna area of the O*inoco Basin

(western Venc:uc‘a)

This langucge shows a paradigm of four verbs whose roots are E-, s*t‘

NU-, 'stand', BO-, 'lie', RU-, 'be suspended, hang' (the capitals are mere—f
ly notational).

. Sikuani verbs are aluays acrcompanied by a wmodal morpheme which allows
the actual/virtual centras The verbal roots are classified in about
ten groups in accordance with the actual/virtual modal pair they select,

Y . '| __ba ] '. . _pa Ty l' _fka
e.g. RAHU- é Lg, give’, U {big’ ;ow , E;ISA{ paég’ go out , TAI Lkae .

'seize', HI—{;:@%, 'hunt', etc. This sclection is basically arbictrary.

i

Yet we can notice a clear affinity between the -ta/-tsi grour and transitive

roots. Generally one root belongs to only one verbal group; for instance

_U— can only be associated with ~ba/~bi, PITSA— with -pa/- pac, etc.

The clasa of positional verbs (PV) 18 characterized by a set of

" special properties. (Most of these'properties are not, when considered -

apart, exclusive to this class, but their combination makes this clags a
unique entity in Siluanil grammar). :

1. A small number of Toots have the possibility of choosing between two
modal pairs. Then, more often than not, we get two verbs constructed from
the same root: one will be intransitive, the other transitive. For in-
stance SUKUE-na, 'be soaked' vs. SUKUE-ta, ‘'scak'. It should be observed

‘that a transitive verb is not necessarily indicated by —-ta: ISI-ka, 'un-

festen oneself' ve. 1ISl-na, 'unfasten'.

L PV comnected to the modal pair -ka/-kae 1s initransitive, e.g.
sipito Ki-ka, 'K. is standing'. The PV class may undergo a causative
fercation by its association with -ta/-tae, e.g. Kopi p1to Yolopi Niu-tz.
’Lopipito mzkes Yokopi stand up' (there is po mom./zcc. cose marking; the
usual order is JoV),wherecs. ceusaticn is obtainel pc:lphrastvcally for
all other vetbs by mecans cof EXA-na, 'make', K. PITSA-pa, 'K. goes out',
J Y. PLTSA-po-Tifena, 'H. rmakes Y. go.out', o
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2. Verbs which ere Verb-Verb compcunds ere fairly numerous. Apert’frem.o
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few auxiliary constructions - aspectual (start V-ing, finish Vwing),
modal (want .. . or causative (cf. 1.) ~ these constructions are lexi~
calized, e.g. PA-ta-HO-pa, 'arrive suddenly' (from PA-ta,. 'arrive' and
HO-pa, 'f211"). - o } . .

On the other hand, the Verb-PV construction is 2 grammatical device -
in wide use. The
wlth PV are those
the most usual way to say ‘'sleep' is MAHI-ta-RU-ka, 'slecep in a hanging

position' (the hammock 1s a dominant feature in the material culture of
this area...). -

Among the four PV verbs, E-, 'sit', has developed in a particular

for, besides its primary reference to position, the verb may gimply-
have the meaning of durative aspect. For example, K. PAE-ba-E-ka, 'K.
been
and even K., KU-lLa-E-ka,

way,
has
'K. has been standing for a long time'.

3. In Transitive Verb-PV constructions, the possibility for PV to undergo
the causative transformation described in 1. allows PV orientation
switching. Verb-PVka (i.e. Verb-Intransitive PV) specifies the position
of the subject. With NAKO-za, ‘watch': K. Y. NAKO-ta-NU-ka, 'K. watches
Y. (K. stending)', Verb-PVta spacifies the position of the object: .
© K. Y. NAXG-ta--iU~-ta, 'K. watches Y. (Y. standing)'. Ffor additional de-
tails and examples, see Queixalds 1979. ’

4. The PV verbs are the only ones subject to agreement in number other
than through its normal expression in the personal pronouns. - For PVka,

E-, 'sit', again has a special status: The plural of E-ka is E-na, i.e.
the verb changes verb group. E.z. hiwi E-na, 'people are sitting'; the
plural of other PVs ds indicated by 1) A change of verbal group, from

PVka to PVba, 2) An auxiliarization by means of E-na; e.g. hiwi RU-ba-E-na,
"the people are in a hanging position' (in their hammocks, for instance).

For PVta, it is the change of verbal group to that of PVba which indicates
the plural. Thus:

intransitive transitive
sing. © plur. sing. plur.
‘sit! "E~ka E-na =’ E-ta E-ba
'stand’ NU-ka NU-ba-E-na NU-ta NU-ba
“'lie' BO~ka BO-~ba~E-na BO~ta BO-ba
"hang' RU-ka RU-ba~-E-na RU-ta RU-ba

(Two suppletive forms have been omitted: E-ba stands for HE-ba, BO-ta
stands for BUA~C;). :

It is worthﬂnoting that the language requires agreement in number to
be congruent with the vision orientation mentioned in 3. The number of
intransitive PVs agrees with the subject, whereas the number of transitive
PVs agrees with the object. Therefore: K. Y. NU-ta, 'K. makes Y.

stand
up', but K. hiwi NU-ba, 'K. makes people stand up'; and:

telling stories for a long time (without anv emphasis on his position)'
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verbs which are particularly prone to use as an auxiliary
related to spatially stationary actions. For instance,: -
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W NAKO-ta-NU=-ka i
. NAKO-ta-NU~ba~E-na
i © NAKO-ta=NU-ta -
‘. NAKO~ta-NU-ba

I T - TR
~'observe (one observer standing)'’ % .
"'observe “{several observers standing)'

‘observé "(one observed standing)'" : R
‘observe' (several observed standing)! -

T 5. -The reduplication of.the root is .a.derivational means certain verbs
. "have édopted to create Intensivé counterparts. . These derivative forms
 w“have been lexicalized to a large extent and we can assume that some have
';discarded their primitive .counterpart. -7 v 0. o o R
. .=’ For the PVka, this device is-in current use in order to intensify”
" the.durative agpect of.the action referred 'to. E.g. E-E-ka, 'sit still a
“-long time'. As far as we know, the NU-NU-ka and the NU-ka-E-ka types
.(cf. 2.) are semantically equivalent. (It would be worth examining the
 congtraints which may be imposed on the expression of the durative aspect
.++: - 1n the Verb-PVta constructions mentioned in 3.). AT P SR

June, 1980,
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bngixalés,-F.;’l979, 'L'arbre a nourriture, mythe sikuani shr};fdrigine"f
... :de l'agriculture', Amerindia 4. , - N
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" COMMENT ON CHARNEY'S "STYLE IN WINNEBAGO NARRATIVES",, SCL'3

" .

Ken'Miner;ﬂUnivefsity of Kangas © =i -7 &0
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Charney's conclusionsvrééarding the tendency. of modern Winmebago

.+ narratives to dispense with the .older "heaping-up :.0of conjunction-connectives"

accord well with my own experiences in the Wisconsin Native fmerican

Department of the University of Wisconsin at Madison, taped a number of - -
- ¢ textsifrom-Jchn Greengrass, an’-elderly speaker then living in Madison,
=, vand ‘deposited. them with the State Historical Society.'  The following year
"‘monéfbf"my‘regular consultants, ‘Lavina Thorud, a "modern" speaker, went
withrough some of them with me and helped me obtaln written versions. She
-, Insisted on editing out the extremely profuse repetitions of conjunction-""
C 7 commectives. . . .. ok ot e uT S ot

 Mr. Greengrass was also in the habit of repeating; at the beginning'oﬁ
"4 nmew sentence, the main'clause of the last one in the form of a temporal

:8aw her husband sleeplng. ' When she saw her husband sleeping..." Mary Haas
_once reparked to me that repetition and redundancy were bharacteristic of
»¢ archaic narrative style also in' languages with which she was femiliar. - - -

Another elderly Winnebago speaker, Martin Lowe of Black River Falls) .
Yisconsin, whom I visited but who did not-wish to give me any texts, did
.8llow Mrs. Thorud to tepe some, and .they 'also-showed what from Mrs. Thorud's
cint of view were "too meny Zeeg, Zeegy heegy, £eJa" and so om. "I, -

_Lcry~tellcrs,.bu:

not zmong those who had grown up in different enviromments.

Languages Project. In 1974, Prof. -Jeanette Harries, then with the Linguistics

expression: -"She entered the house quickly. -When she entered the house,.shej

T

istinctly received the-impression that this was cozmon zzong the .conservative




